
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1497

Page 1, line 3, after "sections" insert "16.1-13-20," and remove the second "and"

Page 1, line 4, after "16.1-13-25" insert ", and 16.1-15-08"

Page 7, line 17, overstrike "principals" and insert immediately thereafter "principles"

Page 7, line 20, overstrike "principal" and insert immediately thereafter "principle"

Page 7, line 24, overstrike "principal" and insert immediately thereafter "principle"

Page 7, line 25, overstrike "principal" and insert immediately thereafter "principle"

Page 8, line 17, overstrike "principal" and insert immediately thereafter "principle"

Page 8, line 19, overstrike "principal" and insert immediately thereafter "principle"

Page 9, line 28, after "line" insert ", except that a write-in candidate for a nonfederal office may
make a timely written demand to a county canvassing board to identify and preserve
any write-in vote cast for the office sought by the write-in candidate for canvass by the
board. The candidate shall deliver the demand to the county auditor and a copy to the
clerk of district court no later than thirty-six hours before the time the county canvassing
board is scheduled to meet. A demand only may be made if the unofficial election
results maintained by the county auditor demonstrate that the write-in candidate's
known vote total is within the pertinent percentage limits provided in subsection 1 or 2 of
section 16.1-16-01 and a statement to that effect is included in the demand. After
delivery of the ballots as provided by section 16.1-15-08, the canvassing board shall
review the ballots to identify any ballot that contains a write-in vote. The county
canvassing board shall tally and canvass any write-in vote in the same manner as
lawful or qualifying write-in votes if the canvassing board is able to clearly ascertain the
intent of the voter from examining the ballot because the write-in candidate's name has
been written on the ballot opposite the office to be voted for or because of any other
cogent evidence of intent"

Page 10, after line 6, insert:

"SECTION 13. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-13-20 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-13-20. Examination of ballot box before opening of polls
- Regulations for ballot box while polls are open . Before declaring the polls open,
the inspector and the election judges shall inspect the ballot box to assure that it is
empty. The ballot box must then be locked. While the polls are open, the ballot box
must remain locked except as may be necessary to clear a ballot jam or to move voted
ballots to a separate locked ballot box to make room for additional ballots."
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Page 11, after line 24, insert:

"SECTION 17. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-15-08 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-15-08. Wrapping and returning of ballots to clerk of the district court.
After having prepared the reports and poll lists provided for in section 16.1-15-06 for
delivery to the county auditor, the election board shall cause the ballots of each kind
cast at the election to be placed in a suitable wrapper to form a complete wrapper for
the ballots. The ballots and wrappers must then be tightly secured at the outer end to
completely envelop and hold the ballots together. Ballots that are void must be secured
in a separate wrapper and must be marked "void". Ballots that are spoiled must be
separately secured and marked "spoiled". In sealing ballots, the various classes of
ballots must be kept separate. Each wrapper must be endorsed with the name or
number of the precinct and the date on which the election was held. The wrappers
must be sealed securely in a manner prescribed by the secretary of state so the
wrappers cannot be opened without an obvious and permanent breaking of the seal.
The ballots, together with those found void or spoiled, and the opened envelopes from
voted absentee ballots and the unopened envelopes of absentee ballots rejected as
defective, must be returned in person to the clerk of the district court. At the meeting of
the county canvassing board, the clerk of the district court shall deliver each ballot that
may contain a write-in vote referenced in a demand made under subsection 1 of section
16.1-12-02.2. Ballots used with any electronic voting system or counted by an
electronic counting machine must be sealed and returned as provided in this section."

Renumber accordingly
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